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from bicycle lamps and a selenium cell. His receive another cardboard disc perforated with holes and m< on a spindle. Old bicycle parts, pins and needles, am bits of driftwood from the Hastings beach were also u1 He was attempting to transmit a Maltese cross and singular devotion to his fantasy, moved to the attic in Street. He had been reduced to a few pounds and ev unquenchable optimism was being damped when on« during his ceaseless experiments, he thought he saw a si on the receiver screen. A second later he became con1 and rushed downstairs like a maniac to grab somebo< the honour of being the first person in the world to b vised. He found a boy, one Willie Taynton, who was wil humour the long-haired eccentric for half a crown and • alive today, to rank as one of the world's lesser 1 celebrities. Later Baird used a ventriloquist's doll f experiments and his original apparatus may be seen toi the Science Museum.
Captain Peter Eckersley, then the witty and enterp chief engineer of the B.B.C.—a pioneer in his own ri called those who were over-sanguine about tele development "televisionaries." Nevertheless, Baird succeeded in getting financial support. He and his asso —notably A. G. D. West, who left the B.B.C. to joi Baird Company—made striking progress. It was the b dissapointments of his life Avhen, after a period of e: ment, the B.B.C. eventually adopted the Marconi-I system of transmission for high-definition television reason being that the Baird method included a niech; element.
Nevertheless, even this setback, which made it app< if the greatest of all television pioneers would not ret just reward, did not make him relax his efforts to irn television. He continued experiments with big screens, c< and stereoscopy until he died in 1946 aged forty-eig
The lesson is the old one that faith, backed by unrcm efforts, will move mountains.   It was not merely a cidence that both John Reith and John Baird were mini sons.    Each   tackled  his   chosen   task   with   the  fan; devotion of a religious zealot.which now obssessed his mind and his whole life to the exclusion of everything else.
